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To the . Right. Hotioyvreble 


Sr. JOSEPH SHELDON, 


Lord MAYOR of 
L O. N .&Q©. N, 
' a % yp 
To the Right Honourable | 


The Court of Aldermen, 


WiTH THEY 


SHER 1B 


MY LORD, 
PRA compliance with your" Lord- 
s /'? s defere,wbich with me bath 
the force of Command , this 
| 18 Sermon was preacht , adi 
WW now made oublick h in purſuance 


P of an Order of that Honourable 
Cours, to which I am obliged, and ready fo 


yield my ef chearful obedience, \ | am not 
Wo ſo 


n+ 


ſo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


this baſfty. and, unpoliſht. diſcourſe deſerves 
the honour You have put upon it : yet , 1 


dare not ſo far diſtruſt Tour judgments , as 


not to think that it may be ſuitable and ſer- 
viceable-to the Times we live in, 

A Generation who ſtem to make it their 
buſineſs to elude -all;zhe Methods,of Divine 


Providence , and to baffle all thoſe variaus 


Means , which God is pleaſed to aſe for 


their amendment : Who are neither melted 
by bis Mercies, nor-humbled by his Judg- 
ments. T o obviate which great and grow- 
ing Evils , 1 made choice of this Argu- 
ment t0 treat on. T be ſubjett,matthr Bbeous; 
of is weighty and momentaws ; and, as it 


deſerved an abler band to ſet it off : ſo it 
challenges the moſt ſerious. attention from 
the greateſt Perſons. SS 

What it loſeth by the weak management 
of the Argument .muſt.be put pox my ac- 
COHMEE., who, -to prevent tbe cenſures of 0- 
Q  thers, 


great a Flatterer of my ſelf, as to think 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
thers , think meanlier of it than any man 
ll elſe can do. Such-as it 1s, it humbly offers 

1 it ſelf to. Your favourable acceptance : not 
1 doubting but it ſhall find ſome conntenance 
| from them, who bave brought it mto qnb- 
"| * lick view. I have only 1wo requeſts to 
1 make, and I bave done. One to God ; that 
| | be would accompany it with hi Bleſſing, 
] that it may be in ſome meaſure. effe&ual. to- 
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ward the cure of that great Evil it com- 


4 plains of : The other 5s to Your Lordſhip, - 


and that Honourable Court, that Tour-cha- 
rity would accept of my good intentions, 


and that Tour Juſtice would make ſome: 
proportaamable allowanoe for the Infirmities. 
of age, and very ſhort warning. 

In the acknowledgment of which Fa- 
vours, I ſhall not ceaſe to implore the 
T brone of Grace, that God would be plea- 
ſed to continue Propitious to this great City, 
to the Governours and Government there- 


of : that all heats and animoſzties may be 
laid 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
 .laid afide, diviſions bealed, breaches made 
\  .#p: that all the Members of this Great _. 

Body may be as men of one mind in an 
bouſe, and fludy and endeavour to promote 
the.publick good, without reſpef to private 
advantages: which # the moſt. probable * 
means, to make and continue it a flouriſhing 


and a happy City. Which the hearty and 


daily prayer. of, 
My Lord, 
January the 171þ. Wes CON 
1675. Your Lordiſhips 
moſt bumble | Servant, : IJ 
William Durbam. | 


= 
| Preached before the R ipht Honourable | 
| the Lord Mayor, and Court of Aldermen, at St. Mary \— 


le Bow, upon the 21* of November, 1675. 
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He that being often reproved hardens his 
neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, aud ; h f 


without remedy. 


Shall 'not keep you too long, by a 
==> needleſs preface, at the door of 
Z2S the Text : nor engage my ſelf ina 
S<& fruitleſs enquiry after the cohe- 
rence of theſe with-the foregoing 
words, 

A task which ſome have undertaken in reſe- 
rence to this whole Book of Proverbs ; but with” 
no-.better ſucceſs, than if they had ſought for de- - 

cn 


1 


pendence between Bede's Axioms,or looked for con- 


\ nexion in a Rope of Sand, 
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2 Sam IEe5,70 


The words are an entire Propofition , and re- 
ſolve themſelves into theſe three parts, 

1. Here is a ſubje&, or perſon ſpoken of; One 

that hath been often reproved. | 

'2. A fin which he is ſuppoſed guilty of, He 

| bardens bis neck, 

3. The puniſhment which is threatned bs this 

. fin; He ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that with- 
out rehdy. 

For our more orderly proceeding, I fhall firſt 
open theſe three things as they are here propoſed ; 
ſecondly, confirm the main Faopalition, and then 
apply all in a few words. 

I. Hethat being often reproved.) Vir Increpationum, 
a man of Reproots ; 'cis a familiar Hebraiſm, and 
is interpreted ſometimes in an Afive , ſometimes | 
in a Paſſtzelence. 

Afitvely ; Thus Shimei falſly calls David a Man 
of Bloods , one that had a bloody mind, a bloody 
hand, and had (like Manaſſes) ſhed innocent blood. 
very much. And fo ſome take it here in an afitoe 
fenſe; A man of Reproofs is one: ( in this con- 

ſtruction) 


CF) 
ſtru&ion)who by occafion of his place and office, 
or by: his voluntary undertaking is much and ſe- 
_ vere in reproving others , and in the mean ſpace 
hardens his own neck,and continues in theſame or 
ſuch like fins which he reproves in others. He that WE” 
preaches another ſhould not ſteal,and himſelf com- ** 22.de. 
mits ſacriledg,which is the worſt of theft, He that 
reproves another for fornicatiop, and himſelf com- 
mits that, or inceſt, which is the higheſt degree of 
4 uncleanneſs; as Fudah did Thamar. - He that is ſe- 6en.38. M4 
vere toward others , in that wherein he indulgeth 2 
| - himſelf; ThisPerſonis a feared Hypocrite, who 
goes againſt the light of his own Conſcience ;- he 
proclaims judgment againſt himſelf; when he hath 
preached to others, ſhall himſelf become a Caſt- 
away. He ſhall ſuddenly be defiroged and, that without 
remedy. | 
But others unerally colin the words Poſſweh; 
as, a Man of Defires, 7.e. one greatly beloved x So Dai.1e.r. 
a Man of Reproofs-is one who deſerves'to be're- 
proved, and hath often been 'reproved for his 
faults. In this ſenſe he is called Vir mortia 2 man of "Ie 
Death who deſerves to die. _ RO 
Now, a Man may be reproved che Eonarih of 
Outwardh, | B I, "Ks 
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1 inwardly, by thechecks of Conſcience,which 


is God's Depury- and Regiſter within us to take 
natice of, record, and rebuke us for our faulcs, 
When 've cranſgreſs the Law of God , a Copy 
whereof 1s written in our hearts, Conſcience re- 


- coyls, flies ina Sinner's face, and reproves him for 


what he hath done amiſs. Thus Joſeph's Brethren 
were rebuked by theic own. Gonſciences, which 
brought to mint! the-ill uſage 'of their Brother, 
And.theſe 7eps who brought'to Chriſt the woman 
taken in Adultery , being convinced in their own 
Gonſciences, by: our Saviour's anſwer , withdrew 
Ghemleſeh) and their Indidwenr, - 
a; Ne 4 and; that 'twO waicsgrher by Word | 
of Deed. 

x Bye Hotdrand that is eicher Private or Publick. 

1. Private reproof,is that which is managed by one 


private: perſon towatd another. A duty injoyned 


Ler19.17: - yy the Law, .' Thou ſhalt not hate thy Neighbour in thy 


beart, thou fbalt inany wiſe rebuke thy Brithingend not 
 fuiffer fin toreft upon bim.. And in the Goſpel, if thy 


"$5. Brother offens, hy bim bis fault between thee and him + 


= And again the Apoſtle, Have, no fellowſhip mith the 


woof oehafad: dror ks '6f darkneſs, butt TEpr ave them rather. | 


(5) 


A Duty,if' well managed, which would bring much 
glory to God, much advantage to our Brethren,and 
: much comfort to our ſelves ; for be that rebuketh a 
3} - man, afterward ſhall find more favour than he that 
| flattereth with his tongue. 

2. Publick reproef is in the miniſtry of the 7 
Word. The Word of God is not only for inftru- 2 Tin.345. 
ion, but for correfion and reproof; And choſe 
ro whom the management of it is committed, 'are 
ſuch as reprove in the Gate. The Prophets of old 
declared their Meſſages from God in the Gates of ic29.21. 
the City or Temple, becauſe there was the greateſt 
concourſe of People, Thus God did teſtifie againſt 
Iſrael by-his Prophets, and doth againſt us by the 
Publick Miniſtry every day. 

2 Outwardly,by Deed; God's Rod' is a ſpeaking 
Rad, it hath a voice, and every ſtroke is a reproof, 

The Rod and Reproof go rogether,and both teach 


Prov, 28023+ 


wiſdom, His correfions are intended. for our in- 
3- {kruftion and imberterment. 
b The word which is here rendred Repiooſ,fi- 


3 nifics Real as well as Verbal reproofs :' not only the 
7 reproofs and reprehenfion of the tongue , but alſo 
Y the chaftiſements and ſtrokes of God's band, Vir = 
| B 2 crepa- 
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crepationam, a Man of Reproofs is one qui increpa- 
tur malis 9 moleſtiss 4 Deo miſſts, ut'viam ſuans , 
1.e. depravatos ſuos mores, aut opinionem ſuam malam 


deſerat ; When God throws croſles and troubles in 
our waies, hedgech up our wales with thorns, 


brings crouble on our loyns, feeds us wich the 
bread of afflition, and water of afflition ; theſe 
are his Real reproofs whereby he would take us from 


our corrupt opinions, or licentious prafices. In: 
this ſenſe Balaam was a Man of Reproofs , when the: 
Dumb Afﬀe ſpeaking with Man's voice rebuked the 
madneſs of the Prophet, and yer he hardned him-. 


ſelf in hisevil way. 
A man of Reproofs then is 0 who- being of 


ten rebuked, either by the checks of his own KC 
ſcience, or by the mouth of private Friends, by 


the Publick Miniſter or Magiſtrate ; whom God 


chaſtiſeth and ſcourgeth. with Crofles for his a- 


 mendment;but he repents not,amends not, but goes 
_ enſtill and hardens his neck 3 which is the ſecond: 


thing to be opened. 
I. Hardens bis neck; }- The word here put for 
Neck is the hindermoſt and bony part of the neck, 


which confiſts ex + wertetr otjo of "rp ut facilins buc &- 
luc: 


CFE 
Hluc obvertatur ;; The Neck is not made of one con-- 
tinued bone, as the Leg or Arm ; but there are ſe= 
veral ſmaller bones ſo joynted one upon another; 
as may ſerve for the more eafie turning of it any 
way as occafion is offered, And from hence, Man 
being made with a pliable and yielding neck,thoſs 
who are intrattable and: contumacious , who will: 
not be turned from their evil reſolutions and pra-- 
Qices, are in Scripture. uſually. termed Durt Cervices 
hard or ſtiff-necked, 

Or "tis a Metaphor caken from ſuch Beaſts,whoſs 
great ſtrength.lieth- in their Necks; as the Horle,. 


Haſt thou given the Horſe- firength 9 haſt thou clothed job 35-195 


bis neck with Thunder 2 and the Leviathan, in whoſe 
neck, remaineth flrength, and who is ſo terrible that 


none can tame him. 
Hence the phraſe is uſed-in- Seripture to deſcribs 


a perſon or people that is ſtubborn, obſtinate, i im- 


morigerous and rebellious. Ephraim #9:a Heifer uns |... $. 


accuſtomed to the yoke, that would not yield ber neck, to 
diſcipline, The fu of Belial; by-whom God ſets 
out the worſt of. Sinners , © have their: name from 
hence; that they will not ſubmir their necks to any? 
yoke of government, but would :do only that which. 
was good in their own eyes, This: 


} 
$ 


| 
[ 


| Ezck 36 26, 


T 


5» BY 
"This is ſet out elſewhere in other words to the 
ſame ſenſe ; thou art obſiinate, thy neck #5 an iron fi- 
new, an thy brow is a4 braſs. A brow of braſs that 
could not bluſh, and an iron finew that cond not 
bend Hence we read of rocky- I" hearts, 
and ſtiff.hearted. 17 
Now a man is faid to harden his neck as he is 
Gd co harden his heart, *cis all one and the ſame 
thing: And where theſe two phraſes are put toge- 
ther, one 1s only exegetical and explains the other, 
For the underſtanding whereof we mult know,that 
1, There is a natural hardneſs inthe heart of e- 


very man.. Every child of Adam. is born-with a 


ſtone in his heart, the taking of which away is a 


' part of God's Covenant with man in Chriſt, 


2, There is an adventitious hardneſs, which a man 


adds-to:that of 'his Nature, As he who labours 


hard, makes his hand every day more callous and 
brawny than it was before, ſo 'cis in this caſe, Cu- 
ſtome-in ſin makes the Conſcience more brawny 
and inſenfible of fin. Beſides the Natural obliga- 
tion which .lics upon cvery man, God: hath given 
themopoſitive Laws to inforce their obedience to 


was; He: © pt comm Tomeabilitice £0 perform | 
iT 1... 3 what 


| 9) 
what he requires ; he hath backt his Command-. ; 

: ments both with Promiſes and Threatnings ſo far, 
i > that he may juſtly expe compliance. with, his 
Command: But no ſooner doth the Devil ſolkicir; 
but man inclines rather to what he ſuggesTs, than to- 
what God injoys.” He (ins voluntarily and perfiſteth- - 
in it obNinately, notwithſtanding all the exhortati+ 
ons, promiſes, threatnings of God to-the contrary... 

This 4s properly.to harden a man's heart : A. preg- 

nant inſtance whereof we. have in Zeremy,. As for the 

word which thou haſt ſpoken-we will not- doit; but we 04% 50s 
will certainly do whatſoever proteeds-out of | our own 
mouth,  . But the miot remarkablq inſtance. of this 

fin is in Pharaoh, who notyithſtanding all that Moſes —_ 
could fay or doin the name of the Lord; hardned: 

his heart-ſtill, and became.worſe and worlſe; 

2. There is a Judicial -bardneſs; When man goes- 
on thus: ſiubbornly to harden:his' own: heart, God: 
comes in as a righteous Judge and hardens it fi 
nally,, the former is mans own fin,the latter is: his 
juſt puniſhment, ' When men like got to. retain God 
intheirknowledg, he juſtly gives them-uptoa hard 
heart anda reprobatemind,. which is 3 ſpiritual 
judgment, . and one of: thi {evertſh[that: can;bein- 
T_— life. | Fow: 
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Now God may be ſaid to harden man's heart 


TD _Privativel, by withholding chat grace hich 
1s neceſſary to fofteriit, -So St. Auſtin often ; God 


hardens the heart, non infundend malitiam, fed ſab- 


trabendd gratiam ; not by infuſing any evil into it, 
but by wichholding the influences of that grace, 
which is neceffary to make it willing and pliable, 
And again , Deus dicitur'excacart, quando nen illu- 
minat, indurare quando non emollit , God is ſaid to 
blind thoſe whom he doth not enlighten , and to 


| harden thoſe whom he doth not ſoften. 


2. Poſitively ; if we: may fo interpret. thoſe 
Scriptures. wherein.it is poſitively ſaid, that God 


did harden the heart of. Pharaoh, and others, 
For the thing, it is not queſtionable ; but for 


the manner how, I-'dare'not be too poſitive in de- 


rerminitis. Sure it can be by Accident only ; for 
moſt certain it is, that God 1s the Author of no 
man's fin, It may be (perhaps) thus; God gives 


tim Commands which are holy, juſt and good, but 


theſe he perediptorilywiolates © he plies him with Ex- 
bortations ; whith' he deſpiſes ; gives: him gracious 


h wh wa whieh he 'negledts and dizhelioves; 3 de- 
Ju 4 | | 


NOUnces 


(1) 
nounces Threatnings,which he flights and contemns; 
beſtows many Mercies on him , which he abuſeth: 
by all which, God being highly provoked, delivers 
him into the hand of Satan his Executioner, to 
harden him finally and judicially. When man thus 
hardens his own heart ſfinfully , God ſteps in and 
hardens it judicially, and then the Judgment threat- 
ned is athand; which is the third thing to be 0- 
pened, 

IN, He ſhall ſuddenly be tftrojed, and that without 
remedy ;] In which I ſhall only point out theſe 
three things, which we ſhall have occaſion i 
by = by to ſpeak to, 

, Here is the ſeverity of the puniſhment ; 'tis 
not aSHemem tor our amendment , but deStru- 
Ftion ; He ſhall be deſtroyed. 

2. The celerity and ſpeedineſs, and unexpettedneſs 
of it; it ſhall be done ſuddenly. 
"© 3, The- certainty and unavoidableneſs of it ; it 
ſhall be without remedy, So | have done with the 
firſt thing propoſed ; and opened thoſe three ma- 
terial things contained in the Text, 

The ground being thus cleared, and the foun- 
dation laid,” It will be no difficult thing co confirm 
the main Propofition ; which was the next thing in 


C order 


2 Kings,17413. 
 Seers, ſaying, Turn you from your evil waies, and keep my 
| Commandments ; but they would not hear, but bardned 


' 
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ff v.lg,15,16t 


Px 


| 

| 
| Ter.17.22s 
| | 


i 466. 


order to be done , namely , He that being thus often 


 reproued,thus hardens his neck, ſhall ſuddenly and cer- 


zainly periſh * Deſtruftion treads upon the heels of 
obſtinate and incorrigible Sinners, Which Propo- 
fition though! ic be clear enough by icsown ight, yer 
may receive farther evidence from other Scriptures, 

There was a time when the people of Tract and 


7udab provoked God by ſerving Idols, whereof the. 


Lord had faid unto them,ye ſhall not do this thing, 
The Lord teflified agatnſt them by all his Prophets and 


their necks and rejected his Slatutes, till the Lord was ſo 
angry that he removed them out of bis fight. ' Again, 
God reproves them for breaking his Sabbaths, and. 
admoniſhes them for the future to keep them bet- 
ter : but they obeyed not,but flifſned their necks,that they 
might not hear nor receive inflruftion , mbich provoked 
God to ſend-a fire among$} them which could not be 


quenched, Want we more inſtances of this ? Pha- 


raob may ſtand for all. How often doth God reprove 
him by Moſes's mouth ? How often corre&him by 
Moſes $ hand ? How often doth he promiſe to ſub- 
mit, and as often rebels ? cill at laſt God ſwallowed 


him up in the Red Sea, So.in Noah's, and in Lot's 
time. Nor 


| 

| 
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Nor need we wonder at God's ſeverity towards 

þ them who! harden their necks againſt Reproofs, 

3 when we confider the. manifold. and great agora- 

. vations of this fin, 
1. tis a fin againſt "AF which makes it ſo 
much the greater. Convi&ion goes before reproof. 
Ere we can juſtly reprove'a man for any fault, we 
muſt convince him of two things ; firſt, that the 
thing we ſpeak againſt is a fin ; next, that he is 
guilty of it; if wefail in cithee of theſe, we can- 

l not faſten a reproof, The Word of God, whichis . 

os is the tool we muſt work withal in this bufineſs, is for 

iflruftion and conviflion, as well as for exbortati- 

01 and reproof; But he that is convinced that his 

waies are bad,and yet will purſue them,goes againſt 

his own light, and is in a greater meaſure guilty. 

He that knows his Maſter's will and doth it not ſhall be Luk 12. 47. 

_— with more flripes. 

. 'Ths a fin againſt mercy. Rab: is an a of 

Jl - Wn - a man reproves not him whom he doth not 

F regard « 'Tis the preatef} a& of love,and the trueſt 

expreſſion of kindnefs, co tell us of our faults ; 

: hence we read,7hou ſhalt not hate ty Brother in tbine 
| bearthy letting fi to re$ upon; bim 5 but thou ſhaltrin on 
any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, "Tf not to: reprove be 

_ to 


| 
| 


Vn fa} 
to hate, then to reprove muſt be an a& of loyeand 
mercy. God loves whom he chaſtiſeth , and re- 
proves them in'this'World, that: they. may not pe- 
riſh with it. There's hony in the top of his rod ; 
- mercy inall his rebukes :' the greater is the fin 
Which is committed againſt ſo.rich mercy;'- 
3.'Tu a fin againſt themeans,whichGod hath ap- 
pointed for our ſalvation. His corre@ions are in- 
tended for our inſtrufion : the rod and-reproof are 
to give wiſdom ; Reprove one that hatb yfinng 
and he will cher fland knowleds. 

By all which we ſee, that Reproof is a "means 
intended by God to bring us to the knowledg and 
prattice of our Duties. When the fick Patient 
ſputters up his phyfick into-the face of his Phyſi- 
tian, his caſe is deſperate;when we rejeft that which 
alone would cure us, we mult needs periſh,  _ 

4.'Tis a ſin made up of ſuch ugly ngrediants, chat it 
cannot but be odious unto God, 

x, . The firſt ingredient that goes to the "PIEE 
up of this fin 1s Pride; than which nothing can 
be more odious to God or Man; which is clear 

Nebem-9. 16, from that of Nebemiah ; Our Fathers dealt proudly, 
8nd hardned their netks, and hearkned not to thy Com- 

29. mandment ; And again,Thou didſt teflifie againſt them 

| to 


Proy.19.25. 


#o bring-them to thy Law, but they dealt proudly, with- 
drew the ſhoulder , pended their necks, and would not 
bear. | The next 1s, 

2, Contempt and Scorn, than which nothing pro- 
vokes-more, This ſort of Sinners is like the Le- 
viathan,who flights all the Arrillery that is brought 


againſt him, He eSteemeth Iron 2s a Straw,and Braſs Job 41. 21; 


as rotten wood, The arrow cannot make him flie, [ling- 
ſtones are turned with him into ſflubble. Darts. are ac- 
counted as SIubble, and. he laughs at the ſhaking of the 
| Fþear, So he, who being often reproved, hardens 
his neck.; God frowns,chides,ftrikes ; he cares not, 
but. goes on (till, 

3.0bAinacy and reſolvedneſs in fin; as in thoſe 
in Feremy, What thou commandeſ1 us we will not do,but 
we will do whatſoever is good in our own eyes. 

4.. Laſtly, there's a ſad train which alwaies at- 
' tends at the heels on'c; when men are come to this, 
what will chey ſtick ac? In that place before men- 
tioned, when They had once hardned their necks , it 
fallows, they became wain and followed after vanity ; 
they joyned themſelves with the Heathens, made molten - 
bnages,made a Grove,and worſhipt the Hoſt of heaven ; 
they. ſerved Baal, and made their Sons and Daughters 


ps through the fire to Devils ; and what not ?. In- 
D | deed, k, 


Jer. 44-17, . 


0] 
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-deed, it dethrones that Reaſon which ſhould have 
the empire of the Soul, and ſets up Luſt and Sen- 
ſuality in its room ; for as Solomon ſaies , He that 
:hateth reproof is brutiſh. 

And when the fin is ſo great , no wonder that 


the puniſhment 1s great t00. God'i3 a God of Ju- 


flice, and by him ations are weighed, he meaſures out 


puniſhment proportionable to the offence. 


Concerning this Judgment here threatned we 
had three things (as 1 _— obſervable i in the 
m_ 

. The ſeverity of it , He ſhall be deflroyed - 
When we find God threatning this Sin,he ſpeaks at 
another rate than in other cafes, The fifth Chapter 
of Feremyis full of ſuch expreflions ; A Lion out of 


the foreſt ſhall Nay them, a Wolf of the evening ſhall 


devour them, and a Leopard ſhall watch over their Ci- 


ties, every one that goes out ſhall be torn in pleces : 
what can be imagined more dreadful > When God 
had ſmitten Trae] with blaſting and drought, with 
famine,ſword,and peſtilence,but they returned nar ; 
then faies God, -thus and thus will 1 do unto thee, 
as if he wanted words to expreſs the-greatneſs of 

his wrath, tþ#s and thus will I do, 7, e. be fierce 


| beyondall expreſſion, 


God's 
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| God's Reproofs are'to hunchly us, and tobring» 
us to himſelf by true repentance ; bur if. thele do - 

it not, he brings a final Judgment to our utter de- 
ſtrugion. He charges us firſt with his ſmall Artil- 
kery, but if thar reducerh us notto our obedience, 
he falls upon us with his main Battalia, When in- 
treaties , threatnings and correQions will do no- 
good upon the Child, then the Father proceeds to- 
difinheric him. When. playfters and ſearings will 
not heal the- wound , the Chyrurgeon proceeds to- 
amputation, When pruning and ſoyling will not 
make the Tree fruictul , then the Axe is laid unto 
the root of ic. When reproofs are caſt away, and 
chaſtiſements mend us not, . then deſtruions come 

to end us, When mens hearts grow hard and im- 
penitent under judgments , they treaſure up wrath : Ties: 9. 
againſi the Jay of wrath, and procure ſudden defiru- 
ion from the preſence of the Lord ; which falls 
nothing ſhort of the conteretur in the Text, He ſhall 
be deſtroyed, 

. 2, Here's the celerity or ſpeedineſs of the Judg- 
nt, He ſhall be deStrayed ſuddenly, when 'cis leaſt 
thought on, or expefted. Though God be long ere. 
he ſet forth to ſlay the impenitent and obdurate-Sin-. 
ner,yet when: he comes he comes apace;.. - He.is | 
: | full 


| full of Patience, but"patience abuſed turns to fury. 
|! He is nor. ſlack, as men count ſlackneſs : but will 
| Hoi.8,7; COME upon Eagles wings ; with ſuch ſpeed as none 
" can flie from, and with ſuch firength as none can 
; 


reſiſt. 

He had born long with the old World, and had 
reproved them one hundred and twenty years by 
Noab's preaching : every ſtroke in making the Ark 
| reproved and called them to repentance ; but Pa- 
| | "Gen.7.11. Tience being tired, then, the ſame day that Noghen- 
| tred into the Ark, all the windows of heaven were 

opened, and the waters guſhr out to the ruine of the 
World. 

| LI neither awe of God's Majeſty, nor the 
| nſels, Reproots, nor Example of righteous Lot 
| *Gen5-23,29. Could work upon the Sodomites ,, then God comes 
1 ” ſuddenly with a tempeſt of fire and brimſtone : 
| 


The Sun roſe gloriouſly upon them, but it was at- 
tended with an everlaſting night, 
This ſudden and unexpetted wrath is ſet out by 
1/ai,z0.12,13- The breach of a Wall that is ready to fall , which 
copes and catches a man ere he be aware , and 
cruſhes him to pieces, 

Sometimes "tis reſembled to a Whirlwind, which 
comes on a ſudden and carries all before it, Hence 


(19 2, 
that of Solomon, He that is perverſe in hjs waies ſhall Provea8.18, | 
fall at once, i. e. certo cadet , he ſhall certainly fall ; 
ſubito cadet, he ſhall fall ſudtenh, in an hour when 
he leaſt expedts ir ; and, undiquaque cadet, he ſhall 
utterly fall in all his concernments , and be utterly 
a 
, Here is the certainty and unavoidableneſs of + 

the rated there ſhall be no remedy. He ſhall be 
deſtroyed, and all remedies ſhall come too late. 

God hath ſaid it, who #8 truth , and cannot lie ; 
who never yet broke diſs word , either in prontſe, 
or threatning. There 1s a time,when diſeaſes and 
wounds may be cured ; which, if let run too long, 
no plaiſters or medicines can do them good, 
There isa time , when God will be found of us, 
be ready to receive and fave us ; but if' we ſtand 
out beyond our day, Repentance will be hid from 
his eyes. _ There was a time when Eſau ſought OT YEE 
his Birth-right with tears, but could not fnd ir. 
Thus dealc, God with ſuch as deſpiſed his Pro- 
phets, and their Reproofs, che wrath of God Came , c1,0.26.16, 
upon them till there was no remedy. Calamity 
ſhall come ſuddenly upon the froward ( faith. Solo- ,,.", , .c. 
mon) ſuddenly ſhall they be broken, and that 
without r emedy, D There's 


j 
| 


| 
| 
j 


| 


Job 9.12. 


Jer, _ 


; Jer.15,Ie 


Ceo 
** There's nothing can ſhore up thoſe , whoſe 7#7- 

corrigibleneſs provokes God to come A for their 

deſtrudtion, No Policy of man can decline him, 


no power 'can refift him, There's no Remedy of 


power or forceagainſt him, Will ye provoke the Lord 
zo jealouſie? are ye Fironger than be ® No weapon 
that's formed againſi bim ſhall proſper. He takes away 
and none can binder him: Woo can ſay unto him, what 
doft thou £ 

There is no Remedy to appeaſe him , for he for- 
bids prayer in ſuch a caſe for them. Pray not for 


- this People (faith God to Feremy) nor lift up a Prayer 


forthe, nor make interceſſion to-me; for I will not 
hear thee, Nay , though Moſes and Samuel Nood 
before me, who were ſo prevalentin prayer, yet my 
mind could nct be toward this People ; caSt them out of 

my fight ,, and let them go. And what can be ex- 
pefted, when God will beno more intreated , but 
utter ruine and deſtruQion ? 

"Thus farhave I gone in opening che Dofrinal 
part of the Text , and ſhewed you the miſerable 
condition of -an immorigerous,obſtinate;incorrigi- 


ble Sinner, 


"There's nothing ROW cettaitsGur io-makce ſome 
ſhore 
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ſhort reflexions upon what Math been ſaid by way 
of Application , and I have done, And this 1 
ſhall briefly diſpatch by propofing theſe four 


Queries, to which ( I beſeech you) let your Con- 


ſciences make an impartial anſwer. 

1, Whether we of this place and generation 
be not Men of Reproofs ? Whether have not we 
been often reproved for our fins ? 

2, Whether we have been amended by thoſe 
Reproofs ? or, whether we have hardned our necks 
againft them ? 

3. If the latter of theſe appear; whale we 
have not juſt cauſe to expe the judgment threat- 
ned in the Text ? 

4. What way is yet left to eſcape fo great de. 
ſtruQgion ? 

1, Whether we of this place and Age have not 
been Men of Reproofs 2 For the reproofs and checks 
of Conſcience , and the private perſonal rebukes of 
Friends, every man can be and only judge for 
himſelf; what he hath had. 

But as for thoſe which have been more Pablick, 
whether verbal or real, the thing 1s fo evident that 
ls —_ denial,we have had our reproofs. 

U 1 1, For 


AIST 


11, For verbal Reproofs ; Reproot (as you have 
heard) is one main end and uſe for which the 
Holy Scripture. was given by God. And there is 
no Nation under heaven, where the Word of God 
hath been more purely, powerfully, conftantly preach, 
than in this Nation, this City. 9-7! of 

| We have been (as Goſben) a place of Light, 
when almoſt all the World hath fate in darkneſs. 

It's now one hundred and fifry years fince the 


light of the glorious Goſpel hath ſhone out a- 


mongſt us more clearly than in moſt other places, 
and great hath been the company of Preachers. Men 
not of Ordinary rank, but ſo many Apollo's,nighty 
inthe Scripture. Who have performed the Office of 


faithful Watchmen, co tell you of your fins, and 


warn you of your danger. Men, -who, according 
to the abundant Grace of God given to them, have laid 
Fudoment to the line, and Righteouſneſs to the plummet, 


"Who haue neither ſew'd pillows under your arms, 


nor daub'd wigh untempered Morter, I need not 

name them to you, nor the ſeries of time wherein 

they lived ; you remember ſome, you have heard 
of the reſt. 

Sathat if- this place be deſtrayed ; 'rismot for 

| the 


( 2 3 ) 
the want of knowledge; 1 am ure,nof for the want 
of the means of a+. They have rather ſur- 
feiced and waxed wanton , than ſuffered a famine 
of the Word of Grace, or of any. thing needful to. 
ſalvation. 

2. And for Real reproofs, wharuly God hath 
reſtified againſt us his diſpleaſure for our fins, that 


he might bring us co. repentance , we have not 


been altogether without them neither. 
| ſhall inſtance only in two, which may be yer 
freſh» in our memories: ſuch as our Predeceffors 


never felt, and may choſe who ſhall come after us . 


never feel the like! I mean. the laſt conſuming 
Plague, and the late dreadful Fire. And, becauſe 
roo many amongſt us live, as if they .had never 
ſeen, or not obſerved, theis dreadful Judgments ; 
afford me your patience, while I give you a ſhort 
repreſentation of beth: ; that ſo upon ſerious 
thoughts, you may learn Righteouſneſs by the things 
which you have ſuffered, Of the Plague firſt. 


When Death mounted: upon his pale Horſe,rode 


in triumph through your ſtreets, and ſpared nei- 
ther age, ſex, nor condition. When the high-waies 
fo this Great City, were (as inthe daies of Sham- 


gar). 


-F 


— — ww OO - OO — 
mop — —_ < 
a——_—_— = —_ +4 iO OP: ” = 


0 IS - 


90 044 GORE: AS. NEE. FEA i Oe 9 - 


© YI mee AA on A, 


—— 


CO IE COU oe om 


( 24 ) 


gar) unoccupied, and none (that could well avoid 


15) cared to/come within the fight or - ſcent of it. 


When the wideſt ſtreets were bur thinly peopled ; 
and many, of thoſe few you mer, carried death in 
their faces, When a man's breath was abhorred by 
his neareft Relations, and thoſe of his moſt inti- 
mate Acquaintance hid themſelves from him, When 
the Airic ſelf became infeQious, and thar, withouc 
which we could not. live, conveyed death into our 
boſoms. When the forrows of. the dying Husband 
were increaſed by the groans of his departing Wife, 
and both aggravated by the cries of their lan- 


guiſhing Children, When the hungry Infant crawl'd 


to the fickMothers breaſt,and ſuckr poiſon inſtead of 
nouriſhment. When your ears were fill'd, all the day, 
wich the noiſe of paſſing- Bells,and all night with the 
doleful tone of thoſe who call'd for them to burial. 
When the fad Parents were put to the ungrateful 
tagk of being the winders,bearers,buriers of their 
own Chuldren. When theinnocenct ſheep were com- 


_ wikted to the. ravenous wolf; fick people to the 


keeping of cruel, rapacious, and unſatiable Nur- 
ſes, wha were often ('ris tobe feared) more cruel 


to themthan _ diſeaſes ;- and murthered thoſe, 
whom 


Ge 2 

whom their diſcaſes might have ſpared. When Death 
fiſhed with his largeſt Ner, thar had the ſmalleſt 
meſhes, and ſoared not this minues, the Infants of a 
fpan long. When every day added ſuch a number to 
_ the dead, as ſwell'd the weekly Bills beyond all-Pre- 

fidents, Ina word, When' the Plague was worſe,in 
ſome ſenſe , than that of * Egypt ; There was not 2 


| houſe wherein there was not one d:ad, but here was &os 610;.. 


many a houſe in whichthere was nor one left alive. 

_ © .Deſcend we to the next year; wherein God ſes 
a new method, and ſeverer demonſtration 'of his 
wrath, He had formerly ſent a fire inco our blood. and 

now (ends a fire into our houſes « that year took: away 

the Inbabitants from theie" houſes ;'" this tales away: 
the Habitations from the Inhabitants. - One year he 
throws an hundred thouſand carkalſes under ground, 

and the next levels thirteen thouſand | houſes with ir, 

He hath-dealc with us , 'as he threatned ro do unto. 


Fer uſalem ; - and made this City,as he threatned that, Jer.19.11,123. 


a very Tophet. Topbet was © lace of burial , "and 4.1c.z. 33s. 
place of burning ; fo was'this City ; ; one year you 
buried till chere was no place to bury in; In the 

\ next it burnt till there was little left ro be conſumed. 

A _ like that of Hell, the horrow" whereof 1 no: 


pen: 
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;pen: can expreſs, nor tongue cantell.' Worſe than 
| -that at Zaberg; that was but in the skirts of the 
| Nunb«t!.1,2: Camp, but this inthe bowels. of this' Royal City: _ 
When God had permitted a vile Miſcreant to 
throw but a flunk of fire, ang his vindifive Zuſlice 
blows the bellows ,. how ſoon is it kindled into a 
flame? how foon got upon the houſe tops? what 
a doleful noiſe awakes men from their ſleepy beds, 
and calls them up to quench the growing tlames ? 
They im the mean time , like men amazed, cannot 
find their hands, but are even at their wits end,and 
know not which way to turn themſelves. In the 
mean. ſpace. the greedy, flames purſue their prey ; 
and.while men make. ndne,; or feeble refiſtance, ga- 
ther ſtrength ; and , becauſe it is not ſuddenly 
quenched, grows mmueachable.. Who can expreſs 
the horrour of \that,day,.when this Royal City, the 
Metropolis of the. Nation; - the Chamber of our Kings, 
lo renowned thi ovghthc who!eV Vorld,was become 
K Tophet, one Qven 2. .V,Vhen the,proud. flames had 
advanced thejr curled: locks. above the: Ops of the 
ſtacclieſt buildings, inſulting over allengins, and 
contemning all force, 'that was uſed againſt them, 
VVhen the.,fige, likp the Smith's torge,\. igrew'the 
hotter 
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hotter for the water that was brought to quench its 
VVhen-Iic lickt.up | whole houſes , as the Oxe licks 
up graſs, VVhen maſlie timber was but as ſtraw, 
and the very bricks burnt again like ſtubble, 
\ Then might you have ſeen fourſcore and odd 
Churches, dedicated to:God's Service, all in flames 
preaching wrath to ſuch ,” as would not obey that 
VVord which had been preached in them, . 

It were infinice;and beſide/my purpoſe,as much 
as beyond my power,coexptels all the dreadfulneſs 
of that day. When the Sun it ſelf ſeemed to be turn- 
edinto blood , and the Moon was out-ſhone by 
the greater. light of the Fire, , When men (had 
ſo long hazarded themſelves to defend rheir-houſes, 
that they were glad to run away by the light of the 
fire that conſumed them,to ſave their lives. VVhile 
ſome were diſputing with themſelves, what to ſave, 
and what to leave.the fire came and determined the 
debate, and conſumed all, And to cloſe up this fad 
Meditation, 9 

.  VVhen the delicate Dame, that ſeldom uſed to 
touch the ground with her foot, was glad to beat it 
an the hoof, leading or rather dragging her tender 
Child in hand, juſtled by every Porter without any 

| E reſpett, 


Jer.51.9, 


4 28) 


 reſpett, and walking in-as great a danger, as that 


from:which ſhe fled. And at night, inſtead of their 
large chambers, ceiled houſes,warm beds, and rich 
hangings, were fain to take up in the open field ; 


. where they had no Canopy, but the Heavens ; : nor 


bed, but the Earth-co.reft upon. 

Thus, thus, this famous City, which was wade: 
than Solomon's Temple by an hundred years(it fome 
calculate aright) and had been-two thouſand ſeven 
hundred and feventy-years growingjto.itsheight,in 
four daies ſpace,fell into that confuſed Chaos, where- 
in our eyes have ſeen.it,... Now. in your cold blood 
you cannot-byt acknowledg that theſe were rea/ re- 
proofs, and may paſs for ſevere ones too. That was 
the firſt Querie, the ſecond. follows ; which1s, 

2,  VVhether we have been amended by :theſe 
reproofs 2 or,whecher we have. hardned our necks a- 
gainſt them ? I wiſh it may prove otherwiſe, but 
1 fear the worſt.Should a ſtri& inquificion be made 
into our hearts and lives, what reformation would 
be found there ? After all theſe ſeveral and ſad dil. 
penſations, may not God. ſay , { would have healed 
you,and . you would not be healed; 1 have done thus 


and ales unto. you, ;brought one Judgment 1 in.the 
neck 


(39). 
neck of another, but ye have not returned to me,. no 
not to this very day? 

V Vhat ſins are left ? what duties better perfor- 
med than before ? tell me he that can,tor I know 
not. Is not God's Name unhallowed by unima- 


ginable oaths, curſes, and blaFphemies ? Are not his 
Ordinances and Inſtitutions /lighted and abuſed 
ſtill ? 1s not his Day openly prophaned ſtill ; and 
more than ever? Is drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, debau- 
chery, leſs in requeſt than heretofore ? Are we lels 
cenſorious, ſlandering, and backbiting than we were ? 


Is covetouſneſs , ſelf-ſeeking , oppreſſion, injuſtice, lels 


praficed than before theſe Judgments fell upon. 


us ? or, do not all thele rather grow upon us ? 
VVhat ground hath God gained upon us by theſe 
tedious executions ? tell me he that can. 

Truly (if a man may be bold to ſpeak truth in 
this degenerate age ) there ſeems to be bur little 
reformation wrought. 
complains of, the more we are ſmitten , the worſe we 
grow.: Like the Smith's Anvil, we are. the harder 
for ſmiting ; orlike reſtive Jades; that go the worle 
for beating. 
| Of the prodigious Atheiſin which reigns among 

E 2 
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But, as thoſe whom God 
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too many ! who never think nor ſpeak of God,but 
when they ſwear or curſe ; never talk of Religion 
or the Scriptures,but to derideand jecr it ; who ne. 
ver think themſelves Wirs , till they have proved 
themſelves downright Atheifts; who make theſe ſe- 
vere Judgments'of God matters of their ſport, but 
not motives to lead them to r&þentance. 

In a word for all; Are we more ſerviceable to 
God ? more profitableto men; more faithful iri our 
callings, more exaF in our duties, more hurnble, 
more charitable , more conſcionable in our dealings, 
than before? if not ; 'tis'to be feared that we grow 
worſe, If che furnace ſoften us not, as it doth gold, 
it will harden us, as it doth clay. 

3. And if this be the caſe with us, what can we 
rationally expe&, but what the Text threatens, De- 
firuftion? We ſeem to draw towards it apace, and 
I cannot well ſee what will be the next degree of 


- piniſhment to which God can advance , beneath 


' Deſtruftion, 


k 
| MHof,7 9.10, 


We are already in Ephraim s cale ; SIrangers had 
devoured bis firength, and be ſaw it not ; grey hairs 
were here and there upon him,and be knew it not : But 
the Pride of Ephraim did teflifle to bis face,and they do 


0k 
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not turn to the Lord their God, nor ſeek, him for all this. 
Is not this as true of us, as ever it was of Epbraim ? 
Are not grey heirs upon us? is not our glory a- | 
bated? our ſtrength broken ? are nor the ſym- } 
ptoms of a declining dying age upon us? Ho- 
nour and reputation weakned abroad ; trade and | 
wealth loſt at home. Poor finful and feeble Nation ! j 
fainting under its own weight, creeping towards 
its own funeral; yet alas | we are not ſenfible of 
it, welay it not to heart ! | 

4, What then remains, but to apply our ſelves 
ſeriouſly to thoſe waies and means, which only are 
lefc us, for the reconciling us to God, ſupporting of a . 
rottering Nation, eſtabliſhing of a languiſhing City, 
and preventing that deſtruion which is threatned 
in the Text ? But what are they 2 Hear what God 
himſelf faith ; Return to me,and TI will return toyou. 
Return, ye back/liding children, and I will heal your OY 
back/lidings. —_—_— 

At what time 1 ſhall Speak. concerning a Nation 
or Kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to deſtroy it ; 
if that Nation, againſt which I have pronounced, turn je, 8.1 9: 
from their evil waies, T will repent me of the evil I 

thought to do again$1 them, 


ar 
—_ 


pant 
— _ 
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\ oF you will loath your ſelves, and all your tip 
Jer 42 Io, b 


ich ho not been good , and be guided by my Coun- 
fel; I will plant you, and not pluck you up , and 1 © 
will repent nie of the evil that I have done againſt you. 

What then is to be done? Bend your ear to 
Diſcipline, and harden not your necks againſt Re- 
proofs. Humble your ſelves under the mighty 


| handof God, and accept of the puniſhment.of 
your fins, Break off your fins by repentance , and 


your iniquity by afs of piety and charity. Take unto 
your ſelves words, and ſay from the bottom of your 


heart, 7ake away Iniquity, and receive us graciouſh. 
Now the axes laid to the.r oct of the tree, bring forth 
fruits meet for Repentance. 


O good Friends! if there be in your hearts 
any fear of God's Judgments, any ſenſe of his 
Mercies, any pity to a languiſhing Kingdom, any 
kindneſs for an (almoſt) ruined City,ſer,ſer quickly, 


ſer ſeriouſly about this work. So may you happily 


ſce God's anger pacified , a tottering Nation ſup- 
ported, trade revived', and your City totally re- 


built, reinhabited , and flouriſh again, Bur if 


this be negledted, all other proje&s and contrivan- 


ces will be fo far from doing you good, that they 
will 


MA} 


ak 


witladvance your ruine, We may » hvve peace with - 
| our neighbours, but how long that may laſt is un- 
 _ certain, Or grant'that a General peace,which is 
every good man's defire, be concluded in Chri- 
ſtendom; yet who knows, but the firſt day of a 
General peace may be the laſt day of our tran-. 
quillity ? 

But admit, that we continue at peace with our — | 
Neighbours, and all the World ; what will that 
advantage us , while God himſelf is our enemy ? 

| You may recover trade , but you will Joſe the Jewel 
I of great price; Riches may bz got, but Heaven will 
be bſt. What chough your City be rebuilt ? (and, 
blefled be God, is like the Phenix riſen more glo- 
rious out of her own aſhes) yet without repentance 
_ and amendment of life;che Stznes out of the walls will Hab.tin, - 
cry for juſtice, and the beam out of the timber will 
anſwer it, What though your City be built with 
bricks ? ſo was Babel,and yet confounded ; what 
chough it were built of hewen lone? ſo was Solomon's 
Temple, and yet utterly deſtroyed. 
Believe it, Sirs! There is no fence againſt an 
angry and incenian God", without repentance, and 
|} amendment of life, T here was never yet any, cither 
perſon - 
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perſon or ts that bar dned themſelues againf hin 
ond proffered. When the Mountains ſhall beimelted, 
and the Rocks removed out'of their place; has 
. will be found an eternal truth in the words of the 
Text;..' - 
He that being often CAE bardeneth bis neck; , 
ſhall Pr be __ and tha without 


_ remedy. 
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